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Summary

Oldest capable age for weeding tall border ridges and the methods to effectively obtain outside weed—

ing services for organized group farming corporations were examined, and the followings were found:

1. Among 5 corporate organizations of local farmers, the average age of persons mainly weeding tall

border ridges was 64.8 years old.

2. The average oldest capable age for weeding tall border ridges was 76.7 years old, based on the age

at which farmers felt unable to conduct weeding and asked for outside help for the weeding work.

3. The average number of households which conduct such weeding in one corporate group was 14.2
houses, the average weeding area was 109.3 are, and the average time spent for weeding in a year

was 81.1 hours per household.

4. The estimated number of persons in the year 2025 available for weeding tall border ridges will de—
crease by 42.30 (57.70 compared to present). Therefore, it is necessary to obtain new workers for

weeding, especially in the group which has a small number of young potential successors.

5. Nine patterns were found in consigning external manpower among 15 corporate farming organizations

having difficulty in weeding tall border ridges of paddy fields.

6. “ Combination method of hourly payment and management allowance system for an allocated paddy
field” provides a flexible solution to the problem. Specifically, in the case of requesting help from
neighboring farmers to do weeding work, constituent members of each corporate farming group do the

weeding in the event the neighboring farmers’assistance cannot be obtained.

7." Hourly payment method for capable workers” tended to be adopted when both the weeding area
per house and the weeding time are great. The required number of workers is secured only by paying

more than the management fee for weeding tall border ridges of paddy field.

8. “ Practical use of two regional residents for each allocated weeding block” is considered a novel
method, providing working opportunities with a friendly atmosphere including people who moved out—
side of the prefecture. The method applies not only for paddy fields possessed by each member, but

also for those living in another region for each weeding block.



