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Research on the Actual State of Community Development in Collaborations
between Local Governments and Intermediate Support Organizations in the Chugoku Region

and Conditions for the Expansion of Collaboration

AZUMA Ryota, ARITA Shoichiro, ABE Satoshi®™, DOZAKI Ken* *and NUKITA Risa

ABSTRACT

Various fields, such as community development and citizens’ activities, are experiencing increasing expectations
toward intermediate support organizations that collaborate with local governments to resolve challenges. Therefore,
this study aims to understand the characteristics of support and management, human resources and organizational
building based on joint efforts between local governments and intermediate support organizations in the Chugoku
region. Local governments collaborating with intermediate support organizations have recognized an impact on
community development support. However, municipalities that do not implement such cooperation have reported a
lack of organizations and progress in understanding. Although the support provided by intermediate support
organizations is expanding from “community” and “themes” to “local governments”, management issues remain,
including revenue instability and human resource development. To foster collaboration between local governments
and intermediary support organizations in responding to diverse regional challenges, it is critical to enhance and
strengthen activities by expanding the understanding of intermediary support organizations. Further, their
implementation and the expansion of their activities must be supported. Finally, their operating environment must
be enhanced.

Keywords: Intermediate support organizations, Local governments, Support for community development



