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—Monitoring for Population Dynamics in 2012-2016—
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The Result of the Habitation Survey of Japanese Black Bears (Ursus thibetanus)
in Shimane Prefecture, Japan (IV)

—Monitoring for Population Dynamics in 2012-2016 —

SAWADA Seigo, KANAMORI Hiroki, KOMIYA Masahiro™, KANZAWA Noriyuki™* *,
SHIZUNO Tomoko™ ™ *, KAIJI Seigo™**, MASUDA Misaki ***and KAKINUMA Noriki™****

ABSTRACT

We carried out the third stage monitoring investigation of Japanese black bears within “Specified Wildlife Conservation and
Management Plan” from 2012 to 2016. At a year during these 5 years’ period, a large amount of black bears was found in
Shimane prefecture, which caused 554 bears captured (then 322 of them were released). Black bears we captured aged 0 to 24.
Even many female bears were captured at the year in which the largest amount of bears was found for the 5 years’ period.
Gastric contents of bears captured at the year included many human-planted foods such as persimmons, while ones captured at
other years included more natural foods such as nuts, ants and wild plants. Nutritional condition of the latter bears was better
than the former bears. Bear intrusion increased at the year of poor nuts harvest in forests. Therefore, we concluded that lack of
food in bear habitats caused bear intrusion into human resident areas with some bear attractants.

Keyword: Japanese black bear, Specified Wildlife Conservation and Management Plan, monitoring, large appearing, nuts
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