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Monitoring for Population Dynamics of the Sika Deer in the Misen Mountains, Shimane Prefecture, Japan (VII)
—Management of population, Condition of Habitat, Population, Anatomical Examination,

and Forestry Damages in 2001-2006—

ABSTRACT

1) The population of the Sika deer was managed by small arms and traps and the number of those harvested was 1,729 in 2001-
2006. The catch per unit effort (CPUE) decreased from 0.26-0.30 in 2002-2004 to 0.15-0.20 in 2005-2006.

2) Vegetation on forest floors, faces of slopes, and cutover lands tended to increased in quantity, but that in sasa-type forest floors
tended to decreased from 2001-2006.

3) The population of the deer estimated by the block count method decreased from 804 in 2001 to 682 in 2006. The number the
deer watched by the spotlight census was 2.6-3.9/km in 2001-2006.

4) The average age of the deer harvested was 3.8-4.2 year old. The pregnancy rate of adult females harvested increased from 65%
in 2001-2002 to 74-80% in 2003-2006. The kidney fat index (KFI) and the femur morrow fat (FMF) tended to increase from
2001 to 2006. The low-quality plants accounted for 15-40% in contents of rumens during the winter season.

5) The damage rate of stem bark by antler-rubbing decreased from 4.1-4.3% in 2000-2001 to 2.8-3.2% in 2002-2006.
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