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　The circumstances and cause of expanding bamboo stands in Shimane prefecture were investigated. In 2000, the ratio of bamboo 

stand area to wood land area was higher in coastal municipalities than mountainous. All municipalities had many more small 

bamboo stands with 0.5ha or less area than large stands. Bamboo distribution was expanding in the whole Shimane pref. area. 

Management of bamboo stands was renounced for the decrease of bamboo shoots and bamboo woods production, and that caused 

the expansion. A populational decrease and graying are one of the great causes of the expansion in the middle and west parts of 

Shimane pref.,too. Bamboo stand owners can hardly manage their stands in these areas. Measures of the expansion in these areas 

need communities to manage the bamboo stands in their area with the administrative system, such as the prefecture, city, town and 

village.






