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The unusual high number of Asian Black Bears (Ursus thibetanus) witnessed for 2004

in Shimane prefecture

Seige Sawada, Hiroki Kanamori, Ai kaneko® and Yuuji Kodera
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The unusual high number of Asian Black Bears (Ursus thibetanus) witnessed for 2004

in Shimane prefecture

Seigo Sawada, Hiroki Kanameri, Aikaneko* and Yuuji Kodera

ABSTRACT

In 2004, an unusual number of Asian Black Bears haunted the villages all through Japan. There were 1203
incidents with 115 bears shot or caught while 15 of them were released later. The age distribution of them was
between 0 to 24 years old. More elderly bears were captured or shot as compared to these few years. In
September, chestnuts were found inside the stomachs, whereas in October and November, mostly fruits and
honeycombs, and fewer acorns and nuts. The number of bears with good nutrition in 2004 was bigger-than that
in these few years, However, there were some breeding females with serious malnutrition. There was a poor
harvest on beech and oak all over Shimane Prefecture in 2004 according to observation survey of nuts and
acorns, It is suggested that due to the poor harvest in autumn, the unusual number of bears wandered into the

villages for food.
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