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Cytotoxicity of Geosmin and 2-Methylisoborneol Using Cultured Human Cells

Yuhei KITAWAKI and Kyo MOCHIDA

Summary

The cytooxicity of musty odor-emitting substances, geosmin (GM) and 2-methylbornane (MIB), at a concentration of 10

ng/L~3,000ng/L was investigated using cultured human KB cells. These two compounds exhibited no cytotoxicity in the

colony-formation of human KB cells assays. These results suggest that the maximum concentration (700ng/L) of GM found

in the water of Lake Shinji not toxic.
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