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Reinvestigating abandoned farmland and its possible use in the future

—Discussing a case study conducted in Yasaka, Hamada City, Shimane Prefecture —
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ABSTRACT

Even though areas that can be classified as “abandoned” farmland are increasing at a remarkable rate, easy methods for non-
specialists to survey this land have not yet been developed. With this in mind, we investigated abandoned farmland, identified by
a census conduced in 2008, in Yasaka, Hamada city, Shimane prefecture. The survey was conducted from September to October in
2009 by means of simple visual judgment and a vegetation survey, which non-specialists are qualified and able to conduct.

We identified 291 plots of “abandoned” farmland, covering a total area of 20.3 ha, and classified them into (i) abandoned
farmland that is in a condition to be recultivated (29 plots of farmland, with a total area of 1.5 ha), (ii) abandoned farmland that
is suitable for extensive farming, including cattle grazing (34 plots of farmland, with a total area of 2.8 ha), and (iii) abandoned
farmland that is not suitable for recultivation, and vegetation is allowed to regrow (187 plots of farmland, with a total area of 13.5
ha). The remaining plots of farmland were deemed to be not abandoned, with 28 plots (covering an area of 1.8 ha) farmed in other
ways and 13 plots (covering an area of 0.7 ha) converted and the land put to other use.

Recently, researchers and government officials discussed reviving farmland that has been deemed abandoned before reviewing
alternative ideas. Our reinvestigation survey found that the cost to revive most of the plots of farmland will be very high; this result
is in contrast to the result of a former census. Through our survey, we demonstrated the importance of developing new survey
methods that are easy for non-specialists to employ and the necessity of educating citizens' learning. We also determined that it is

essential to provide the public opportunities to air their opinion before methods of reviving abandoned farmland are discussed.

Keywords: abandoned farmland, citizens' research, local autonomy








