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　This investigative survey of Japanese Black Bear was conducted in Shimane Prefecture from 2000 to 2006 from a viewpoint of 

damage control and preservation management. During these 7 years, 2002, 2004 and 2006 had a remarkable number of captured 

bears, totaling of 354 including traffic deaths with 67 later released. The age distribution of the bears was between 0 to 25 years 

old. Elderly bears were more likely to be shot or captured during aforementioned 3 years. During the normal years, the gastric 

content of the bears surveyed consisted of materials typical of the diet of Japanese Black Bears, ants and dicotyledons. Conversely, 

during aforementioned 3 years, examinations of the gastric contents of captured bears revealed large amounts of material derived 

from nearby villages such as honey combs and persimmons. The bears generally had better nutrition during these years. However, 

there were some breeding age females found suffering from malnutrition. There was also a survey of the nuts and acorn harvests. 

It showed that good harvests occurred every other year. On the years with poor nuts and acorn harvests, bears were sighted more 

frequently in the proximity of nearby villages. We can conclude that poor natural harvests of nuts and acorns forced many bears to 

seek alternative food sources in the nearby villages.








