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Habitats of Nutria (Myocastor coypus) and Its Agricultural Damage in Shimane Prefecture, Japan
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Habitats of Nutria (Myocastor coypus) and Its Agricultural Damage in Shimane Prefecture, Japan

KANAMORI Hiroki

ABSTRACT

Habitats of nutria (Myocastor coypus) and its agricultural damage were investigated in Shimane Prefecture, Japan, in

1997-2015. Nutria invaded to Yasugi City from Tottori Prefecture around 1990 and extended its habitats through the Lake

Nakaumi, the Lake Shinziko, and the Hiikawa River in the eastern areas of the Prefecture until around 2000. In the central areas,

it invaded from Hiroshima Prefecture and extended its habitats through the Gounokawa River until the mid-1990s. After that,

its habitats extended furthermore to all over the prefecture except the Oki Islands until around 2010. Rice and various vegetables

and fruit trees were damaged by nutria and it was captured in basket traps to control the damage in each municipality.

Management of nutria population has been conducting in 1992 and the number captured was 1,400 in 2009 and 790-1,200 in

each year of 2010-2015. Six cities including Matsue City have carried out the capture by ‘Specific Invasive Alien Species Act’.

Keywords : nutria, habitats, agricultural damage, damage control, management population
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